Introduction
A normal vaginal microbiota is highlighted in the literature as an important protective factor against genital tract pathogens (1) (2) (3) . It is the most common cause of abnormal vaginal flora and a frequent reason women seek gynecological care (4) .
The importance of BV is not only related to its high prevalence in different populations, but also to associated obstetric and gynecological complications, including pelvic inflammatory disease (5) , premature labor (5) and increased incidences of sexually transmitted infections (STI) such as cervicitis by
Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (6) , as well as Trichomonas vaginalis (7) and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) (8) .
There are few studies in the world that addresses abnormal vaginal microbiota among women who have sex with women (WSW) (9) and those that exist point to BV as the main alteration (10) (11) (12) . The number of female sexual partners was one of the main risk factors related to this condition among WSW (10) (11) . In Brazil, only one article was published in 2005 on the subject and it found a high prevalence of BV among the WSW investigated (12) .
The magnitude of BV and the gaps in the literature justify the present investigation, which aimed to describe the prevalence and factors associated with BV among WSW.
Method
Cross-sectional, descriptive and analytical study part of a broader study aimed at assessing access to health services and sexual and reproductive health of WSW. The study was conducted in the city of Botucatu, Rev. Latino-Am. Enfermagem 2018;26:e3077. 
Discussion
The present study, aimed at assessing the prevalence of BV and associated factors in a WSW .
The prevalence of BV among the WSW included in this study (36.0%) was higher than the prevalence found in American (11, (15) (16) and Australian (17) studies with WSW, which also used the same criteria of this investigation (14) for diagnosis and found results ranging from 25.0% to 28.7%. However, this result was lower than the results of American studies conducted in 2013 (18) and 2018 (19) with WSW, which found a prevalence of 40.3% and 56.0%, respectively. This difference can be justified by the sample, since the American studies (19) (20) investigated
African-American women. Women of color have already been highlighted as a factor associated with BV in a previous study (20) .
An English study (10) conducted in a clinic specialized in sexual health care for lesbians and bisexuals showed a 31.4% prevalence of BV and a national research (12) conducted with WSW in the city of São Paulo found a 33.8% prevalence of BV. Both studies found values close to that found in the present investigation, despite using different diagnostic criteria (21) that are not considered gold standard for the diagnosis of BV.
Thus, the biological vulnerability of the women investigated is considered high, since BV is a disease significantly associated with the acquisition of STI/ HIV (6, 8) .
The present investigation found an association between the use of sexual accessories and BV. Previous studies have already pointed out that the use of these objects is associated with BV in WSW (11, 22) . Therefore, the findings of the present investigation corroborate the hypothesis that BV is associated with sexual practices that transfer vaginal fluids between the partners (22) .
However, there is still a need for research to deepen the knowledge about this interaction (22) and educational actions on the use of condoms and hygiene of sexual accessories should be carried out.
An international study evaluating the factors associated with BV in WSW in England (10) showed that a greater number of female sexual partners, race and smoking increased the risk of this outcome among the women participating in the study. A study conducted in the USA (11) with WSW also found that the increase in the number of sexual partners was a factor independently associated with BV and that those receiving oral and anal sex were more likely to have BV. A literature review (9) conducted in the USA with the objective of A limitation of this study was the fact that it was conducted at the regional level and with a nonrandomized sample. However, it is important to highlight the difficulty of finding the target population, which was previously demonstrated. In addition, the importance of the study must be noted, considering that a literature review (9) conducted in 2015 found a small number of studies related to this theme and population group in the world.
This research contributes to increase the knowledge in the area, since it addresses an important issue for the health of this group. It also contributes to the practice of health professionals, since its findings suggest the need for an individualized professional approach, focused on sexual and reproductive health, based on preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic actions, with a view to comprehensive care.
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Conclusion
The high prevalence of BV among WSW indicates the need for screening this population. The association between use of sexual accessories and BV suggests the possibility of transmission of sexual fluids between the partners during the sexual act, which demonstrates the need for educational actions on sexual and reproductive health.
